
 

Overview registration procedure for national Swiss trademark  
 
Swiss Trademark Act (TMA) 
Swiss Trademark Ordinance (TMO) 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

A. Filing of the Swiss national trademark [TMA 28 et sqq.; TMO 8 et sqq.] 

- Application: Name and address of the Applicant 
- Reproduction of the trademark sign          - new trademark sign 
- List of goods and/or services (German, French or Italian)     - new list of goods and/or services 

B. Admission control [TMO 15] 

- The Swiss Federal Institute of Intellectual Property (the Swiss Institute) examines the 
admission requirements [TMA 28 (2)] 

Fulfillment of the admission 
requirements: 

- Fulfillment of adjective 
requirements? 

- Fulfillment of substantive 
requirements? 

       C. Formal examination [TMO 16] 
 

       D. Substantive examination [TMO 17] 

Non-fulfillment of the admission 
requirements: 

- time limit to complete the 
documents 

Non-admission of the application, in case 
the admission requirements are not fulfilled 
[TMO 30 (1)] 

No formal or substantive deficiencies 

Registration of the trademark 
[TMA 30 (3), TMO 19] 
 
Publication of the trademark 
[TMA 38, TMO 19] 

Time limit of 3 months to file an 
opposition procedure 
[TMA 31 et sqq., TMO 20 et sqq.] 

Non-compliance, i.e. 
- failure to eliminate the formal 

objections, and/or 
- failure to refute the substantive 

objections 
 

 

Appeal to Swiss Federal Administrative 
Court 
deadline 30 days 

Formal or substantive objections; 
time limit: 

- to correct the formal objections 
- to comment the substantive 

objections 
- to substantively alter the 

application 
(typically two exchanges of submissions) 

Rejection of the application [TMA 30 (2)] 
in formal decision of Swiss Institute 

 


